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The time has lone passed away wlnm elaborate argu¬ 
ments were needed to make oven Indian scholars realise 
the vital importance of a critical and scientific, historical 
and comparative study of the great Indian vernaculars, 
during the last twelve years, fortunately, the opinion has 
steadily gained ground that the intellectual activity of a 
corporation of scholars in this country may lie most 
profitably directed towards a systcmat io invest Ration of 
.the language and literature of our chief vernaculars. 
The duty has. indeed, been ollieially imposed upon one of 
( the Indian Universities to encourage research in verna- 
- cular literatures and languages and to foster their growth, 
by th(> publication of critical editions of early texts, and 
by historical investigations of their origins, early develop¬ 
ment and ramification into a variety of dialects. I have 
long maintained the view that a subject so extensive in 
scope, so well calculated to rouse intellectual curiosity, 
may fittingly be included in the scheme for our highest 
l Degree Kxanfmalions. But this object can be success¬ 
fully attained, only after the materials for study and 
investigation have been made easily accessible to teachers 
and students. This was precisely my purpose, when 1 
induced Rai Saheb Dineschandra Sen to prepare, for the 
University, volumes of Typical Selections in Bengali 
on a comprehensive scale. These volumes present the 
development of the Bengali Language and Literature 
in a style never before attempted and have been enthu¬ 
siastically acclaimed by competent scholars working in 
various seats of learning, in and beyond India. I am 
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emphatically of opinion that the time has arrived when 
a further definite advance should be made in this direc¬ 
tion, and plainly, the initiative should be taken by the 
Post-Graduate Department of the University. Animated 
by this desire, I have utilised my recent .visits, in my 
capacity as a Member of the University Commission, to 
different parts of India, in discussing this question with 
a number of distinguished scholars, and I am now in a 
position to lay before my colleagues the outlines of mv 
plan. My proposal in substance is that the services of 
competent scholars, wherever available, should be secured 
to prepare a series of volumes of Typical Selections, 
dealing with the chief Indian Vernaculars and illustrat¬ 
ing the origin and development of both the language and 
the literature. The Selections will be made from sources 
published and unpublished, and manuscript materials will 
be utilised to the fullest extent desirable. The general 
plan of the volumes will be historical and critical, similar 
to that adopted for the Bengali Typical Selections, and I 
venture to entertain the hope that if the Selections are 
judiciously made, they will not only serve to illustrate 
linguistic and literary evolution, but will also' help to 
illuminate many a dark corner of social, religious and 
administrative history. Each volume will be furnished 
with an introduction, glossary, notes and appendices. 
The volumes, as they become ready, will h# published by 
the University and will no doubt tend to enhance its 
reputation as a true seat of learning. 


The 'TJlli Jane IMS. 



PREFACE 


This first volume of the Typical Selections from Oriya literature 
contains selections from the writings of the early Oriya poets as 
well as from the works of five poets of the mediaeval period. The 
second section of Vol. I in which mediaeval poetry is exhibited, 
remains to be concluded in Vol. IT which is in the press. Of the 
introductory essays proposed to be published, only two have been 
prefixed to this volume; other essays, relating not only to the 
poets themselves but also to the philology of the Oriya language, 
will appear in Vol. IT and Vol. III. Remarks regarding the 
general character of the publication are premature at this stage. 

ft ought to be mentioned that the idea of bringing out typi¬ 
cal selections from the literary works of various times and various 
provinces originated with Sir Asutosh Mukcrjee, and it is at his 
initiative that these and similar other typical selections are being 
published by the Calcutta University. There is hardly any need 
to point out how these publications will stimulate and help research 
in the field of history and philology. 

Readers will find the name of Maharaja Sri Sir BirMitrodaya 
Sing Deo, the Feudatory Chief of Sonepur State, inscribed on the 
title page of this work. Of his many patriotic acts, we count the 
very liberal assistance he has given towards the publication of 
these selections a most important one. Tt will not be out of 
place to mention here that in order to make the Oriya language a 
subject for the'M.A. Examination the Maharaja has created a 
chair in his own name, in the Post-Graduate Arts Department of 
the Calcutta University. Maharaja Sri Sir Bir Mitrodaya Sing 
Deo has been an example to others, and his name will always be 
most gratefully remembered by his countrymen. 


B. C. Mazumdar. 




CONTENTS 


Introduction 

£, A Brief Sketch of the History of Orissa 
LI. Early Poets: their characteristics and time 


Page 

ix 

.. xviii 


Text 


Section 1 


Koii.i Lyrics: I. 

II. 

III. 

TV. 


Kesava Koili alias Yasoda Koili 
Baramasi Koili 
Kanta Koili 
Jnanodaya Koili 


Oopi-Bhasa 

Bai.aram Das: Ramayana 

Adi- (1) Preliminary . . 
kanda (2) Jarata’s excursion 

(3) Rsyasringa meets Dasaratha 

(4) Rama’s excursions 

(5) Dhanurbhanga 

(6) Rama’s marriage 
Ayodhya- ( 1 ) Rama’s investiture 

kanda. (2) ,, exile .. 

(3) Rama meets Guhaka 

(4) Arrival at Chitrakutu 

( 5 ) Bharata’s return • • 

(6) Bharata meets Bharadv&ja 
Aranya- ( 1 ) Abduction of Sita 

kanda. (2) Savari meets Rama 
( 3 ) Rama at a dairy 
Kiskindha- (1) Tara’s advice to Bali 
kanda. (2) Bali admonishes Rama 


Sundara- 

kanda. 

Lanka- 

kanda. 


Uttara- 

kanda. 

lvamalalochana 

\Iriguni-stuti 


(3) The rainy season 

(4) Recruiting of soldiers 

(1) Hanumana traces Sita 

(2) Hanumana imprisoned 

(3) Lanka on fire .. 

(1) Rama’s advice to Laksmana 

(2) Indraj i t and Laksmana .. 

(3) Rama’s lamentations 

(4) Ravana-vadha 

(5) Fire ordeal 

(1) Lava and Kusa chant Rama¬ 
yana 
Chautisa 


l 

3 

4 
« 

10 

23 

42 

48 

51 

52 
61 
06 
70 
74 
76 
79 
82 
85 
92 
95 
98 

100 

104 

105 
107 
113 
115 
117 
119 
124 
128 
138 

144 

151 

152 



VI 


CONTENTS. 


Page 

Jagannath Das : -Ifriguni-stuti .. .. ..158 

Artlxa KoiJi .. ..159 

Bhagavata 

(1) Introduction .. .. 164 

(2) Asvatthaman curses the Pan- 

davas .. ..167 

(3) Pandavas ascend heaven .. 171 

(4) Daksa-yajna .. .. 176 

(5) Dhruva-charita.. .. 178 

(Of A description of Nature .. 190 

(7) Yadus cursed .. .. 191 

(8) Narada at Vasudeva’s place.. 195 

(9) to (12) Nimi’s accounts .. 196 

(13) Varnasrama .. .. 214 

(14) Abadhuta and Yaduraja . 221 

(15) Uddhava and Srikrisna .. 225 

(16) Inner vision of the Soul .. 228 

(17) Attainment of Bhakti .. 231 

(18) ,, of Mukti .. 236 

(19) Bhakti-yoga .. .. 240 

(20) Uddhava *&nd Srikrisna : a 

dialogue .. .. 244 

(21) The future royal dynasties .. 248 

Tula-bhina .. • • 253 

Gupta Bhagavata .. 255 

Sahara Das : Mahabharata 

(1) Introduction .. .. 257 

(2) The narrative of Tapati and 

Samvarana . . .. 259 

(3) Dhritarastra and Gandhari.. 263 

(4) The deeds of child Bhima 265 

(5) The Jhimani game 267 

(6) Svayamvara .. . . 269 

(7) Bhima’s counsel to Yudhisthira 272 

(8) Maha-vatra .. 274 

Bhima Dhivara: Kapata Pasa .. .. •• 277 

Appendices 

Raja Krisna Simha • A Chapter from the Harivamsa .. 294 

Selections from the Mahabharata .. 297 


Text 
Section II 


Sal Beg: Songs(1 and 2) .. .. ..315 

,, ,, <3 and 4) .. .. .. 316 

Biiakta Charan Das: Kala Kalevara Ghautisa .. 317 

Mana-bodha ., ..319 


Mathura Mangala (14 selections) 

323-366 



CONTENTS. 


vii 


Pagi 

Dina Krisna Das: Artatrana Chautisa .. 386 

Nava-keli .. .. ..371 

AJankara-boJi .. .. 372 

Rasa-kallola (26 selections) 374-441 

Bhupati Pandit: Prema Panchamrita (3 selections) 441-451 
Visvanath KHUNTfA : Vichitra Ramayana 


Adyakanda 

(10 selections) 451-459 

Avodhyakanda 

(7 

do. 

)459-464 

Aranyakajida 

(5 

do. 

)465-470 

Kiskindhyakanda (5 

do. 

)470-474 

Sundarakanda 

(4 

do. 

)474-477 

Lankakanda 

<K 

do. 

)477-488 

Uttarakanda 

(• r > 

do. 

) 488-495 




INTRODUCTION 

I 

A Brief Historical Sketch ok Orissa 

It is not true what is too often assumed in the avowed works 
on the history of Orissa, that the early history of Orissa merges 
in the history of Kalinga. The mistake is due to the fact that 
the sea-board districts of modern Orissa, which once formed an 
integral part of the ancient Kalinga Empire,constitute to-day the 
most important portion of Orissa. It is not taken into account 
that the Odras and the Utkalas, who by race, language and 
habits, differed altogether from the Kalinga people, poured into 
the sea-board tract at the complete disintegration of the Kalinga 
Empire, and these Odras and Utkalas did not or rather could not 
perpetuate the memory of the civilization of Kalinga, when they 
laid the foundation of Orissa. I have discussed all these facts 
elsewhere, and I give here only a brief sketch of this important 
historical situation. 

Orissa, as it is now politically constituted, lies between 22 
34' and 19°2'north and 82°32' and H7 J 11' east and has an area 
of 40,000 square miles. This is certainly a vast area, but the 
country is sparsely populated, and not less than one-third of the 
whole area is taken up by hills and forests. A considerable por¬ 
tion of the district of Ganjam has to be added to this province to 
get the entire land in which Oriya is the dominant language. 
The northern boundary line of the Oriya-speaking zone runs from 
a point on the sea-shore at the north-east corner of the distriot of 
Balasore to the north-west corner of the Feudatory State of 
Gangpur, by demarcating the southern boundary of the districts 
of Midnapur and Ranchi. A range of wild hills, traversed by 
some very narrow passes, stands on the north western boundary 
of the Gangpur State and separates the Oriya-speaking Gangpur 
from the Hindi-speaking tracts, attached to Chutia Nagpur to the 
north, and to the Central Provinces to the west. We are reminded 
here of the well-known saying that the mountains separate and 
the rivers unite the races of man. 

To ensure easy comprehension of the history of the growth 
and development of the Oriya language, the ancient political and 
ethnic divisions of the aforesaid linguistic area have to be set out 
in general outlines. Now we all know that the ancient mighty 
kingdom of Kalinga extended along the Bay of Bengal from the 
mouth of the Godavari to the south-eastern border of the old 
Sumha country, a portion of which is now comprised in the 
Tamluk sub-division of the district of Midnapur. That only the 
sea-board tracts constituted the whole of the Kalinga Empire, 
and the hilly regions of Ganjam and Orissa lay outside the 
Kalinga country, should never be lost sight of. We may first 
notice that the Eastern Ghats traverse the district of Ganjam 
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ti'om north to south, and are nowhere more than fift 
the sea. The portion of the district lying alone th» L fr oin 
of Bengal, with the background of the Eastern Ch T ° f ® ay 
from the rest of the district in the north, and in the t ‘ Jlffers 
in physical aspect and ethnic character. The hillv outtb , 6ot/l 
the Oriya Feudatory States of Kalahandi, Patna, Baud, ZWpf 
and Nayagarh, form in a semi-circle the northern limit of the hilly 
and wild tract of Ganjam, which is the abode of the Khaml 
people who have always been watchful in maintaining their tribal 
integrity. We have then to take note of the fact that the high¬ 
lands of Orissa, to the west of the districts of Puri, Cuttack and 
Balasore, as are now mainly occupied by a pretty large number 
of Feudatory States, lay altogether outside the Kalinga Empire. 

No doubt, this geography becomes pretty clear from the Kalinga 
Inscriptions of Asoka,* but in view of its importance, the question 
must be discussed with a few details. 


In collecting information on the subject from the Mahabha- 
rata and the Puranas, we notice that we do not get a well-defined 
country bearing the name Utkala, though the name of this country 
lias nowhere been confounded with that of Kalinga. In the 
Bhisma Parva, for instance (IX, 348), the Utkalas have been 
mentioned as a rude people; and nothing has been stated regard¬ 
ing their owning any country in an organized form. In olden times 
Vanga was connected with Anga on one side, and with Kalinga 
on the other ; the Angus, the Vangas, and the Kalingas are found 
constantly linked together in the Mahabharata as people closely 
allied by race and position. For instance, the reader may refer 
to such passages in the Mahabharata, as occur in the Drona Parva, 
Chapter LXX. In the Puranas also the Utkalas have been 
distinctly mentioned as a rude tribe of very early origin, having 
no affinity with the races around them (vide Markandoya Purana, 
Canto LVll; Harivamsa, X, 631-32). It is very important to note 
again that in the Puranas the Utkalas have been once mentioned 
in the east near about the Bay of Bengal, and next in the west 
in connection with the wild tribes of Mekhala of the districts of 


Kaipur and Bilaspur in the Central Provinces.f The northern 
boundary line of modern Orissa, as I have given above, as extend¬ 
ing from the Bay of Bengal to the border of the Central Provin¬ 
ces, may be compared with this Pauranic description. As to the 
depth of this Utkala country we do not get anything very definite 
in the Puranas. The description in the Puranas that the river 
VaitaranI flows right through the Kalinga country, points to the 
fact that Utkala lay outside Kalinga, and the district of Bala- 


* Vide Vincent Smith’s “ Early History of India,” 3rd edition, page 168, the 
paragraph relating to Kalinga Edicts and a footnote thereto. How the wild tribes 
dwelling on the borders of the Kalinga Empire have to be treated has been 
given in the Kalinga inscriptions. These inscriptions were added as supplementary 
inscriptions to the main inscriptions at Jaugada and Dhauli. 

t We may notice that the north-western limit of the land of the Utkala people 
is not far off from the district of Gaya, for the Feudatory State of Sirguja only in¬ 
tervenes between the district of Gaya and the Feudatory State of Gangpur. This 
perhaps explains how the Utkalas and the Gayas have been spoken of in some 
Puranas as closely allied tribes. 
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wre was in the Kalinga country. It is also indefinitely indicated 
by this description that the Vaitaranl, in the highlands, formed 
almost the southern boundary of the Utkala land (Markandeya 
Parana, Ch. 57) and that the whole of the Utkala country con¬ 
sisted of a narrow strip of land, extending through the Feudatory 
States of Nilgiri, Mayurblianj, and Keonjhar, to the western limit 
of Oangpur. This geography also appears to be certain from 
some other facts which I now narrate very briefly. It is signifi¬ 
cant to note that the Utkala country, as demarcated above, has 
been the principal homo of the Bhuiyas since a very remote time, and 
the Bhuiyas still exercise much influence all over this tract (vidr 
my paper on the Bhuiyas incorporated in the essay on the subject 
in Russell’s “Castes and Tribes of the Central Provinces”). 
It is of the greatest importance to note that the Ukkalas , i.c., the 
people of Utkala, have been Bhuiyas since the time of Ootamn 
Buddha, for to illustrate the unreasonableness of the barbarous 
people the wsrsu-s of have been mentioned in the 

Majjhima Nikaya. 

Many epigraphie records of Chattisgarh, as well as of the 
Sambalpur tract, disclose to us that the district of Sambalpur, 
with its Feudatory States, formed in ancient time a part of 
Daksina KoSala, and the hilly country lying between Kalinga and 
Daksina Kosala was the Odra land, while Utkala, as a separate 
country to the north of Odra, has been clearly recognized in 
all old records. To fix the limits of the Odra country with 
some definiteness, we have also to mention this fact on the 
authority of the epigraphie records (e.g., Jajalla Deva’s inscriptions 
of 12th century A.D.), that the Feudatory States of Daspalla and 
Baud lying to the east of the Tel river were within the Andhra 
country ; that the river Tel lay just on the western border of 
the Andhra Desa, is what we get also in the Jataka stories as 
recently noticed by Mr. K. P. Jayaswal. These facts lead us to 
infer with some degree of certainty that the highlands of Orissa, 
extending from the southern limits of Keonjhar and Mayurbhanj 
to the left bank of the river Mahanadi, constituted the land of the 
Odras. We learn also from the Tirumalai inscriptions edited by 
late Mr. Venkayya, that the hero of the inscriptions, after conquer¬ 
ing Trikalinga, had to pass through the Odra land which was 
difficult of access, to reach the KoSala country. That the people 
of old Kalinga despised the people of Utkala as barbarians, can be 
gathered from a fact which is by itself of great historical value. 
The mighty people of Kalinga had established an empire in 
Burma long before the Emperor ASoka led his victorious soldiers 
into Kalinga. The new Kalinga Ratta in Burma was given the 
designation Mudu Kalinga, by adopting the very name which the 
Kalinga Empire bore in India; a hilly tract of land lying to the 
west of Mudu Kalinga in Further India was given the name 
Utkala or rather Ukkala to signify the rude character of that 
land.* We thus clearly see that the Kalinga Empire of old lay 

* Vide “ Researches on Ptolemy’s Geography ” by Col. Gerini, p. 73. Gerini 
states (p. 119) that Hindus overthrew the Dravidian rule in Further India by 
about 044 B.O. 
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wholly outside Utkala and Odra, and the people of Kalinga had 
no manner of connection with the people of rude highland tracts. 
The derivation of the words Odra and Utkala will also confirm 
this view. The names Odra and Ukkala (now reduced to Utkala) 
are doubtless of Dravidian origin. Odru in old Dravidian means 
those who run-away, from the root Odu, to run ; compare the 
modern Canarese term Odi&u which means, as Caldwell says, to 
cause to run away; Odu should not be confounded with Odu, 
to read. Again, the word Okkala (more properly Okkalan) means, 
even in modern Tamil, a cultivator of the soil (compare the femi¬ 
nine form Okkalati, a farmer’s wife); that the Okkalas or the 
Ukkala Bhuiyas have been agricultural people from remote past, 
is a fact of significance. That the Utkalas remained outside the 
Kalinga Empire has become pretty clear; the Odras also must 
have been away from the Kalinga people, as they were run¬ 
away people,. 1 should remind the readers here that the ancient 
Dravidian speeches, as Caldwell has shown, were closely allied, 
and the Tamil speech is now nearest to the old-time Dravidian 
languages. 

We have met with the expression Mudu Kalinga as the name 
of the Kalinga Empire. The word Mudu means three in Telegu. 
Now we all know that with the upper, the middle and the lower 
regions of the empire, corresponding respectively to the districts 
of Godavari cum Ganjam, Puri cum Cuttack, and Balasore, the 
whole of Kalinga Ratta got the name Trikalinga ; oven in Pliny’s 
time the name was Mudu Kalinga and not Trikalinga ; Pliny 
spells the name of the country as Modogalingam. By quoting 
his reference from Pliny, General Cunningham gives the name of 
Northern Kalinga as Gangaride-Calinga and of Southern Kalinga 
as Macco-Calingao ; it is interesting that at one time the capital 
town of Upper Kalinga was named Mukalingam. Trikalinga is 
undoubtedly the translation of Mudu Kalinga. The people of 
Trikalinga came to be called in the Aryan language the Trikalin- 
gas or the Telingas or the Telegu people. It is said that the dis¬ 
integration of the Trikalinga Empire commenced in the 2nd cen¬ 
tury A.D., when some new Andhra rulers established their sway 
over the middle and the loweT Kalinga. As the Telegu people of 
the present day describe themselves as the Andhra people, the 
new rulers of the 2nd century A.D. cannot be considered to have 
been alien to the Kalinga people. We do not however know 
whether at the time of this dynastic change or revolution some 
portions of Utkala and Odra were politically linked with the sea¬ 
board tract of Orissa. 

Probabilities are that Orissa did not come under the direct 
sway of the Telegus, when the Odras and the Utkalas were leading 
a rude life, for though many place-names of the country are Dra¬ 
vidian in origin, the peoples of barbarian speeches did not adopt a 
Dravidian tongue ; we notice in this connection that with the 
exception of Orissa and those districts of Western Tndia and 
the Deccan in which Marathi is spoken, the whole of the Penin¬ 
sular portion of India has one form or another of the Dravidian 
language. 
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The description of the victorious campaign of Raghu in the 
4th canto of the RaghuvariiSa by Kalidasa, makes it almost 
certain that even in the 5th century A D., the Utkalas continued 
to be as rude as before, and had no organized government of their 
own, since the soldiers of Raghu had no need to conquer tin- 
country of the Utkalas, and the Utkalas only showed the soldiers 
their way to Kalinga. In the- 7th century A.D.. however, the 
political situation of the country' was considerably changed. Some 
epigraphie records of the districts of Puri and Ganjam inform us that 
the district of Puri obtained then the name Kongada, and 
Sasanka alias Narendra Gupta of Karnasuvarna in Bengal became 
the overlord of that district. The changes, with which Huen 
Tsiang makes us familiar, should be duly noted here, for we find 
that when the Chinese traveller visited Orissa and Ganjam, the 
rude people of Utkala and Orissa freely flowed into the sea-board 
tract of Orissa, and the people of Kalinga speaking a Dravidian 
speech were limited within the confines of the country which has 
got the designation Andhra De§a to-day. 

After visiting Tamralipti and Karnasuvarna, Huen Tsiang 
proceeded to “ Ucha” or “ Utkala.” His description makes it cer¬ 
tain that the northern boundary of “ Ucha ” was conterminous 
with the southern limits of Karnasuvarna and Tamralipti. Re¬ 
garding the people of “Ucha,” Huen Tsiang says: they are 
“ uncivilized, tall of stature, and of a yellowish black complexion. 
Their words and language differ from the speech of Central India. 
They love learning and apply themselves to-it without inter¬ 
mission Most of them believe in the law of Buddha. There are 
some hundred Sanghararnas with 10,000 priests. They all study 
the Great Vehicle.” This description shows that these uncivilized 
people are not those who were the dwellers of ancient Kalinga ; 
the high class people of Kalinga seem to have entirely disappeared 
from the land. The language of mid-Lndia or Magadha prevailed 
now all over Bengal, but just crossing the frontier of Karnasuvarna 
and Tamralipti the Chinese traveller found the people of “ Ucha” 
(who were mostly Bauddhas) to be speaking a different tongue 
altogether. 

The description of the “ Kongada” country by this traveller 
is highly interesting as it discloses many facts of considerable 
significance. This land, which is described to be bordering “ on a 
bay ” with rocky background to the west, contained a population 
wholly similar to the people of “ Ucha” in general ethnic character. 
Though the people of Ucha were Buddhists and the people of 
Kongada were heretics, the Buddhist traveller ungrudgingly 
remarks that unlike the Buddhistic people of Utkala, or Ucha, the 
people of Kongada shook off much of their rudeness and became 
rather polite and honest. It has been said that in the Kongada 
country the script of Northern India was introduced, though the 
people pronounced the Aryan words differently. We have to 
attribute it to the influence of the rulers of Karnasuvarna that 
the script of Northern India was introduced in the district of Puri 
or Kongada in the 7th century A.D. We notice that the M&ga- 
dhi speech as prevailed in Bengal was also struggling to take root 
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in the district of Puri, while the Utkala country, though situated 
closer to Bengal or rather on the frontier of Bengal, did not adopt 
either the speech or the script of Northern India. We also learn 
from the account of Huen Tsiang that the people of Kalinga'in 
the Ganjam district had their own Dravidian tongue, and were 
different from the people of Orissa in every respect. This clearly 
demonstrates that neither the script nor the language of the 
inscriptions of the 3rd as well as of the 2nd century B.C., came 
to be operative either in Upper Kalinga or in any part of Orissa. 
We see how unsafe it is to make any inference regarding the 
language of a province, with reference to the language of the inscrip¬ 
tions which the Emperor A§oka published in that province. It is 
a fact that no section of the Dravidians had any script of its own 
to the end of the 6th century A.D.* If then, in any province 
inhabited by the Dravidians, the recording of any fact was 
entrusted in ancient time to the religious teachers of Northern 
India, and the record, in consequence thereof, appeared in the 
language of the writers, the Dravidians of those days cannot be 
said to have then adopted that language. 

The earliest reference we get of the adoption of a corrupt 
form of the Magadhi speech by the Odras, as well as by their 
close neighbours, the 6abaras, is in the “Natya Sastra,” which is 
fathered upon Bharata Muni. It is uncertain as to when this book 
was composed ; reference to it by other authors makes it toler¬ 
ably certain that the book is not later in date than the 6th century 
A.D.; to place it-again beyond the upper limit of the 3rd century 
is rather difficult. It has been stated in the 17th chapter of this 
work, that when the barbarians including the Odras and the 
6abaras have to be represented on the stage, they should be made 
to speak what has been technically' called in the book as “ bibhasa ” 
(vide glokas 44,47, etc.). The term bibhasa ” has not been properly 
defined ; there has been a thorough examination of the term by 
Sir George Grierson in J.R.A.S., 1918 (pp. 489-517), but its 
import remains still doubtful. I cannot enter'here into any dis- 
oussion on the point, but I may state without any fear of contra¬ 
diction that the dramatic characters in ancient time were not 
required to speak different tongues on the stage, but had only to 
corrupt or modify the pronunciation of the standard Pr&krta 
words, now here and now there, with some noted provincial or 
tribal peculiarities, just to suggest the class to which the charac¬ 
ters belonged. It is therefore impossible to ascertain what was 
the real nature of the “ bibhfisa” of a particular tribe. 

It is however very important and interesting that the Odras 
appear in the “ Natva Sastra ” in the company of the Sabaras and 
other rude forest tribes. It may be gathered from the statements 
of various authorities cited by Sir George Grierson in his learned 
paper referred to above, that many people of various non-Aryan 


* Reference by Huen Tsiang in the 7th century A.l). of a special script of the 
people of Vengi is the earliest reference to Tolegu script. 

All epigraphists admit that the Battalattu alphabet of the Tamil people can¬ 
not be proved to have been introduced earlier than the 8th century A. D.; the 
grantha character is known to have been introduced in the 10th century A I). 
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speeohes accepted some Aryan words in their languages, and 
pronounced those words with their tribal peculiarities. ’ One 
section of the Dravidas, we are informed, naturalized a good 
number of Aryan words and thereby made that particular Dravi- 
dian speech very sweet. This example strongly reminds us of 
the Andhra speech of to-day. We see that the Sabaras were 
known as charcoal-burners ; it is easy to imagine by looking to 
similar instances at the present time, that when the Sabaras oame 
to the market of the Aryans, thoy had to use some Aryan words 
and that their pronunciation of those words was marked by their 
tribal peculiarity. I may note in passing that some Sabaras of 
Orissa still sell charcoal in the market of the Oriyas. It is highly 
probable that the Odras of the days of the “ Natya Sastra ” used 
only a number of loan words of Aryan stock and the Aryans met 
them mostly in market-places. We may remind the readers that 
when Tapusa and Bhallika of Utkala country went to Gaya, their 
business was to sell some articles of theirs in some market of the 
Aryans.* When we consider these facts along with what Huen 
Tsiang informs us of the language of Orissa, we axe forced to the 
conclusion that Oriya as a Magadhi speech was not brought into use 
in Orissa, even so late as the 7th century A.D., but the people all 
throughout the country adopted a good number of Magadhi words 
in their tribal speech. We may very well say that the way was paved 
for the introduction of a full-bodied Magadhi speech into the country, 
when the Odras and the Sabaras of lower civilization found the 
borrowing of the words of the people of higher civilization a 
necessity with them. When and how this introduction of the new 
speech took place should be next inquired into. 

We cannot say for want of historical accounts worth the name, 
how Orissa fared for two centuries after the time of Huen Tsiang, 
but we may reasonably hold that the country did not relapse into 
barbarism, since we can trace rapid progress from the 10th century 
onward. A few facts relating to the political condition of the 
country during the*period when new progress was set in, should 
now be narrated to trace the origin and development of the 
Oriya language. 

According to the accounts of the Madia Panji, the history of 
Orissa begins with the reign of Yayati, son of Janamejaya, it 
is quite right that the Madia Panji chronicles do not recognize 
anything of the time, when the eastern tract of the country was 
an integral part of the Kalinga Empire. As the organization of 
Orissa as a new country was really due to Yayati and his father 
Janamejaya, facts relating to their origin should be duly noted. 

- That the kingdom of Daksina KoSala comprised of the dis¬ 
tricts of Raipur and Bilaspur, together with a considerable por¬ 
tion of the upper valley of the Mahanadi, is of much antiquity. 
In the 7th century A.D. a line of rulers of Hinduised Sahara ori¬ 
gin established its rule in the KoSala country with Sirpur, in the 


* Tasmin samaye Tapassu-Bhalliku nama dve 
Ukkala janapada majjhima deaain gaerhanto. etc. 
p. 80). 


vanija panchalii dakataaatahi 
(Fnuaboll. “ Jatakaa,” Vol. 1, 
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district of Raipur, /or its capital. Raja Tivaradeva of this line 
became very powerful in the 8th century A.D. ; on the death of 
Tivaradeva the crown passed on to his brother’s son, Balarjuna, 
vho assumed the title Mahasivagupta. The mother of Balarjuna 
Mahasivagupta was a princess of the Gupta family of Magadha; it 
was because of this respectable connection that Balarjuna came 
to be regarded as a genuine Ksatriya of the orthodox Aryan stock. 
Referring to the time of the subsequent rulers of Sirpur and 
Sarabhpur, it is supposed that the sons of Balarjuna Mahasiva¬ 
gupta were ousted from Sirpur and had to seek new kingdom for 
themselves outside the districts of Raipur and Bilaspur. We get 
the next Mahasivagupta of this family as the Maharaja of KoSala 
and Trikalinga having Sonpur on the confluence of the Mahanadi 
and the Tel for his capital. The name of this Mahasivagupta is 
Yayati and he is the son of Janamejaya Mahabhavagupta, who 
first established his rule in the Sambalpur tract, styling himself as 
the lord of KoSala and Trikalinga. As the names of the kings of 
this new Lunar dynasty alternate between Mahasivagupta and 
Mahabhavagupta, we may reasonably infer that Janamejaya was 
at least fourth in descent from Mahasivagupta of Sirpur, for one of 
the ousted sons of the Raja of Sirpur must have been a Maha¬ 
bhavagupta, and the father of Janamejaya must have been a 
Mahasivagupta. The middle of the 9th century seems therefore 
to be the likely time when Janamejaya became supreme in Orissa. 
The Maranjamura Charter of Yayati Mahasivagupta (edited by me 
in the J.B.O.R.S.,. 1916) discloses the startling fact that one 
branch of the family of these Kosala Guptas ruled somewhere in 
Bengal during these days. The manner in which this fact has 
been mentioned in the charter, induces me to believe that the 
Bengal line of the Ko§ala Guptas was established long before the 
time of Yayati and Janamejaya, and that the ousted sons of Maha¬ 
sivagupta of Sirpur established their new kingdom in Orissa, 
witli the aid of their cousins in Bengal. The acquisition of terri¬ 
tories in Bengal by a KoSala Gupta seems fo*have been due to a 
marital connection at some time previous to the dynastic revolution 
at Sirpur. It has been gathered from one inscription at Bhubanes- 
var that Udyota was the last king in the line of these Lunar kings 
of Orissa. That Udyota made over the charge of the Sambalpur 
tract to a Governor in the 12th century A.D. is sufficiently clear 
from the Charter of SomeSvara Deva (edited by mein the 12th 
volume of the “Epigraphia Indica”). From Janamejaya downwards 
these Rajas had Bengali Kiiyasthas in their service ; these Bengali 
Kayasthas have described themselves as Ranakas or Ksatriyas of 
the family of their employers vide my papers in J.B.O.R.S,, 1916, 
ind E I , Vols. 11 and 12). 

The rulers of the line of the Kosala Guptas brought about 
such a change in the country as have been of abiding influence ; 
the celebrated temple of Bhubanesvar came into existence in 
their time, and as in the Sambalpur tract, so in Orissa to the east, 
learned Brahmans were settled in the country with liberal land 
grants by them How Pa uranic Hinduism and the form of the 
Magadhi speech which then prevailed in Bengal could flourish in 
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Orissa during the rule of these Rajas, who had intimate eonneotion 
with Bengal, can be easily imagined. I need hardly point out 
that even in natural independent course of things the M&gadhi 
speech could not but sojourn in the intervening province of Bengal 
before reaching Orissa. 

The Lunar kings of Kosala origin have very wrongly been 
designated as Kesari Rajas in the Madia Panji; the mistake has 
been due to a confusion of names of two different dynasties of 
kings. Wo learn from the inscriptions of Southern kings that for 
three centuries, beginning with the 9th, the Chola Rajas were invad¬ 
ing Orissa from time to time and held a loose sovereignty fiver the 
laud. A portion of this period is covered by the rule of Janame- 
jaya and Yayati and their descendants. All these Chola Rajas 
bore the title KeSarl, and it is suspected that one Kama KeSari 
was a Governor of theirs in Northern Utkala country. Wc get 
also from Southern India inscriptions that, in 1070 A D., Rajen- 
dra Chola II, or Raja Kesarivarman, who subsequently assumed 
the title Kulottunga Choladeva, deposed Para-Kofiarlvarman of the 
regular Chola line and seized the Chola crown This Chola king 
overran the whole of the Trikalinga country and became at least 
nominally the overlord .of Kalinga and Orissa. At the time of 
the conquest of Ori-sa by Choda Ganga the descendants of Jann- 
mejaya must have been ruling in Orissa, for Udyota, the last king 
of the line, continued to exorcise his influence at Bliubanesvar, in 
the early period of the 12th century A D, As the Madia Panji 
chronicle commenced to be maintained from a time not earlier 
than the middle of the 12th century A.D.. the accounts of the 
Rajas who preceded the Gangas could not lie properly recorded. 
The overthrow of the Chola Rajas (who all bore the titlo Kesari) 
hy Kulottunga Choladeva, and the conquest of Orissa by Choda 
Ganga, by coming in conflict very likely with Udyota, who alone 
of the kings of Yayati’s house is known to have assumed the title 
Kesari, were hopelessly mixed up by the people in their memory 
of the historical incidents of the past time ; and this is why a 
fanciful list of the Kesari Rajas has been made out in the Madia 
Panji with Yayati at its head. 

I think that the early Rajas of the Ganga line had their 
capital in the Ganjam district, and ruled Orissa as a dependency 
of the Kalinga country. The accounts of the conflict between 
the later Ganga Rajas and the Muhammadans show that the 
later Rajas made Orissa their home. The Oriya language was, 
no doubt, making good progress during this time, for the verna¬ 
cular literature, which came into existence after the overthrow 
of tlie Ganga rule, shows the language to be sufficiently forcible 
and expressive. It is no wonder that we do not get any Oriya 
literature of this period, since the Telegu Rajas of the Ganga line 
could not be expected to evince any interest in it. The Solar 
kings of Orissa, whom we may rightly style as Oriya kings, 
governed the country from about 1434 to about 1540 A.D. It is 
during the rule of these Rajas that the Oriya language became 
perfectly fit to be the vehicle of high thoughts and poetic expres¬ 
sions. The great historical events, which gave an effective stim- 
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ulus to the growth of Oriya literature, happened in the time of 
Raja Purusottama Deva and his son, Raja Pratapa Rudra Deva, 
who is the last king of the Solar dynasty of Orissa. The heroic 
deeds of Purusottama Deva and the religious reform in his son’s 
time are the incidents in question. In 1505 Chaitanya, the great 
religious reformer of Bengal, came to preach Vaisnavism in Orissa. 
We may mention another fact which excited the literary imagi¬ 
nation of the Oriyas: the people found during the time of the 
later Ganga Rajas that the Telegu songs and literature were 
very much honoured and appreciated by the Rajas, while no¬ 
thing but Sanskrit literature was being read and commented 
upon by the learned Brahmans of Orissa. 

Let me only mention in connection with the political history 
of the country that the Bhoi rulers, who usurped the throne of 
Pratapa Rudra Deva, did not rule very long and the Muhammadans 
became supreme in the sea-board tract of Orissa at the death of 
the last independent king of the country in 1568. 


II 

The Early Poets: 

Their Characteristics and Time. 

Oriya as a distinct provincial language had no doubt come 
into existence long before the Ganga rulers of the Andhra country 
established their sway over Orissa, but we do not get any literary 
composition of a time prior to the fifteenth century A.D. Dr. 
Ramesh Chandra Majumdar read out to me of late the Oriya 
text of a copper-plate grant of the thirteenth century, the philolo¬ 
gical value of which will be considered in a subsequent section of 
these introductory essays ; the language of this document of the 
time of the early Ganga kings does not appear to be fit for literary 
composition. It is doubtful if any Oriya literary work could come 
into existence during the time of the early Ganga rulers in whose 
hands Telegu language and literature received preferential con¬ 
sideration. Looking again to the finished form of the poem 
Kesam Koili , with which the first volume of the Typical Selections 
begins, and which is certainly of a date not later than 1450 A.D., 
we may unhesitatingly remark that literary culture in the vernacu¬ 
lar must have commenced in the time of the later Ganga Rajas 
who made Orissa their home. 

I should repeat that Kapilendra Deva, the first ruler of th$ 
Oriya Solar dynasty (1435-1469 A.D.), is really speaking the first 
Oriya king of a thoroughly 1 independent Orissa. It was no doubt 
a short-lived dynasty of three generations of kings, but it was 
during the rule of this Solar dynasty (1435-1640 A.D.) that 
Orissa attained in all directions its highest glory. It will be 
seen that those who have been grouped under the early poets, 
flourished during the time of the Solar kings. From the time of 
the mighty Kapilendra to the loss of Orissa’s independence in 1568 
we count only 133 years, but during this short time the provincial 
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language of the country became sufficiently well developed, and a 
crop of good literature sprang up to'exercise an abiding influence 
through all times. 

It will be a puzzle to those who are not intimately acquainted 
with the social life of India that the uncommon glorious deeds of 
heroism and patriotism of the three illustrious kings, Kapilendra, 
Purusottama and Pratapa Rudra, have not been sung by the poets 
of the period. Some lines composed in their eulogy are met with 
in some inscriptions, but they were all engraved at the instance of 
the rulers themselves and their ministers, on the occasion of record¬ 
ing some religious or semi-religious acts of these rulers. Kapil¬ 
endra held the rising Muhammadan power in effective check and 
organised a good government in the country, but nothing relat¬ 
ing to his prowess and wisdom appears in any literary work. 
Raja Purusottama Deva, son of Kapilendra, was no doubt only an 
ally of a Bahmani Sultan when he led an expedition to Kanohi, 
but for what he accomplished (though in a subordinate capacity) 
Orissa might justly bo proud of; the contemporary poets, how¬ 
ever, have not left any literature to show that the people became 
conscious of their power and felt a new pulsation of life. The 
incidents of the Kanchi-Kaveri expedition were recorded in the 
Madia Panji by those of the temple of Jagannath who had to look 
up to the Raja for his favour; it is on a wall of the audience hall 
of the temple at Puri that a pictorial representation of the inci¬ 
dents appears. What gave a new turn to the literary imagination 
of the people was the religious movement which the Bengali reli¬ 
gious teacher Chaitanya brought about in Orissa during the reign 
of Pratapa Rudra Deva. It should be noted however that since the 
establishment of the temple of Jagannath at Puri the influence of 
Vaisnavism has been deep and widespread in Orissa, and long 
before Chaitanya visited the land, many Vaisnavas of the non- 
Brahman classes had made themselves free from the domination 
of the Brahmans. The Sudra writers, though looked down upon 
by the learned Brahmans, came to the forefront during the early 
years of literary culture to lay the foundation, nay to raise the 
superstructure of the national literature of Orissa, it is significant 
to note that the literature of the early period has always been 
very widely popular in the country, and may be designated as 
truly national ; those poets of the early mediaeval period, whose 
writings appear in selections in the first volume of the Typical 
Selections, have also been popular national poets. Poetry, which 
is wholly artificial, which does not represent the sentiments and 
aspirations of the people, and poetry which is wholly void of 
human interest, came into existence in the eighteenth century A.D., 
with the effusions of Upendra Bhanja. 

It is of much importance to note that the early poets took up 
popular rustic metre and rustic tune for composing their verses, and 
in this respect the early poets have been followed generally by 
all subsequent poets. Mr. Monmohan Chakravartty, who has 
written two excellent essays on the history of Oriya literature, is 
not correct when he says that Sanskrit dominated the early poetry 
of Orissa in the matter of its form and metre. Neither the . 
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A ksara-Chhanda nor the Matra Vritta of either Sanskrit or of 
Prakrita can be shown to be' anyway connected with the genuine 
Oriya metres ; we are glad to notice that the early poets of Orissa 
could clearly see that the inherent essential character of the ver¬ 
nacular makes itself unfit to be accommodated within the frame¬ 
work of the Sanskrit metre. 

As to the form of poetry, where a composition is not dis¬ 
tinctly after a Sanskrit work (either as a translation or as a work 
in adaptation of the original), the form has not been after the 
ideal of the old-time literature ; it must be admitted, to the credit 
of the literary genius of the country, that some forms altogether 
peculiar to the Oriya literature are met with from the earliest time 
onwards. Koili as a special genre and Chautisa as a form for 
poetry of very early times, and Chha-pai or Na-pai of mediaeval 
days, are some examples. 

KeSava Koili alias Yasoda Koili bv Markandeya Das is perhaps 
„ ..., the earliest known Oriya poem. Looking 

to the tact that since very remote time it 
has been customary with tin boys and girls all over Orissa to com¬ 
mit this piece to memory, Sir W. W. Hunter suggested that this 
Koili must be five hnndvcd years old; Mr. M. Chakravartty, for 
want of any definite proof, has stated that it is about three hun¬ 
dred years old. It is strange that no scholar has as yet referred to 
the Artha Koili by Jagannath Das, on the evidence of which work 
the age of KeSava Koili can be clearly proved to be not less than 
four hundred years old. Jagannath Das flourished during the early 
years of sixteenth century A.D., and he composed Artha Koili to 
give a spiritual interpretation of the, text of the Kesava Koili. As 
all the words occurring in the Kesava Koili have been commented 
upon by Jagannath, it is undoubted that the text of the KeSava 
Koili remains unchanged, and we now get quite a correct text; 
for this reason this piece is of high philological value. It is evident 
that the Koili in question was very popular and time-honoured in 
the time of Jagannath Das, and as such the time, suggested by 
Hunter may easily be accepted as fairly correct. To be, on the 
safe side wo may say that the early years of the rule of the Solar 
dynasty is the time when Kesava Koili was composed The 
character of a Koili is that it is a monologue, and the person 
whose words the poet versifies, discloses his thoughts to a cuckoo 
bird by addressing the bird as O Koili; this address portion forms 
the burden of the poem. 

I could get only four Koili lyrics which are of old time ; but 
I have been unable to ascertain the exact time of their composi¬ 
tion. They have all been grouped together under the, head Koili 
lyrics. Ke.hxva Koili is certainly the oldest, and Bara-mashi 
Koili (j'.e., the Season Koili) seems not much removed in date 
from the Kesava Koili; Kanta-Koili by Balaram Das may 
easily be placed towards the last portion of Purusottama Leva’s 
reign, for it was then that Balaram Das flourished. The fourth, 
namely, the Jnanodaya Koili, which contains some philosophic 
dissertations, is of very uncertain date. Some doctrines of the 
poem smacks of Alekh doctrine of which Bhima Bhoi of Sone- 
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pur has been the last noted preacher ; but as Alekhisin seems to 
be as old as, if not older than, the temple at Bhubaneswar, a 
modern date cannot necessarily be assigned to this poem. 

The Chautisa form of poems appears to be as old as the Oriya 
The Chautisa form. literature ; excepting the Season Koili all 
other Koilies are in Chautisa form. The 
form of a Chautisa poem is that it should contain at least 34 lines 
and the letters Ka to Ksa should be the initial letters of the 
lines in regular succession ; in this order of letters, this exception 
is only made that the vowels A or U or the consonant N takes the 
place of N> the letter Ni takes the place of ,V and either A or A 
or An takes the place of A I may note that N is pronounced as 
Uina t N as Nia and A as Ana in Orissa Tt is in consequence of 
the artistic development of this method or fashion that a single 
letter has been used by some poets as the initial letter of all the 
lines of a poem, no matter how lengthy the poem is: for instance, 
the Rasa-kallola by Dinakrisna Das has the Ka initial all through¬ 
out, and all the lines of Vaidehisa-Vilasa by Upendra Bhanja 
have B or V for their initial letters. 

The origin of the Chautisa form is easy to trace. Tn the 
later time Tantric system a mystic religious value was assigned to 
each and every letter, and Stotra-verses (hymns) were composed 
according to the aforenamed Chautisa succession of letters, for 
special efficacy in the prayer or incantation. It is in Orissa only 
that this form has been adopted in general literature. 

Reference by old poets to many Chautisas in the matter of 
naming the tune of their verses or songs, shows that the form got 
into vogue from a remote past; most of the Chautisas referred to. 
bv the old poets arc now lost It may also be pointed out that 
the adoption of the old Chautisa tunes hv the later poets for the 
t ime and met re of their verses, shows unmistakably that the poets 
have used the popular and genuine Oriya metre in their versifica¬ 
tion. 


Tune and Vffni ami 
(hhanda 


1 should first of all use this word of caution that the Sans¬ 
krit names of some of the tunes should not 
put us on the wrong scent, for despite the 
names of the tunes, basic Oriya notes of the 
songs are unmistakably noticeable when they are sung. 

We have to note in this connection that the sections or 
chapters or cantos of the poetical works are not generally called 
by the name murrqr or uir but by the name st*? ; each complete 
piece of poem as a lyrical piece for instance, is a by itself. 
Each and every metre of a has been set to tune, and the name 
of the tune occurs at the heading. The name of the tune occurs 


as a tdt ora ru or a what this direction regarding the tune 

of the wt*? signifies, and how a ?rt differs from a ai^t, may be briefly 
discussed, ft has been suggested to me by Babu Kishori Mohan 
Das of Balasore, who knows a good deal of Oriva music, that is 
the tune which is to be fol'owed in the ordinary recitation of a 
piece of poetry, while tdi indicates how the piece is to be regularly 
sung as a sons?. This is perhaps the reason why we get the name 
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of a <cnr as well as of a for the tune direction of one and the 
same piece of poetry. It is to be noted that a has one tune 
when recited by the ?vr, and has quite another when sung according 
to the and the ctjt. The term svr does not seem to differ 
from irHft, for they both relate primarily to the character of the 
metre. For the Ragas we get generally classical names of the old 
musical literature, as Jjyn«r, etc.; even 

such a name as occurs as the name of a ttjt which is un¬ 

known to the Hindu musical literature. An Indian song, we all 
know, cannot be sung if both ktjt and wn?r are not indicated for it: 
the suit indicates as a metre, how a line of a song is to be divided 
following the rule of cadence ; VanI perhaps differs from Vritcain 
this that the latter merely indicates a metre, while the former 
indicates a popular tune as well as a metre; this is what appears 
to be the case even from the names of the Vanls, for we notice that 
in naming the Vanls, old-time songs have been named, viz., Rukmini 
Chautisa, UddhavaChautisa, Bimbadhari Chautisft, Madhupa Chau- 
tisa, etc. 

Oopi-Bhasa .—The popular lyric, Gopi-Bhasa, seems as old a^ 
the old Chautisas; like the KeSava Koili it is read in all primary 
schools, and the popular tradition is that it has been in existence 
since a remote past; no definite date, however, could be assigned. 

Early Religious Epics. Looking to the fact that Balaram 
Das, Jagannatli Das, and Sarala Das, who are the early poets of 
Orissa, are the authors of the Ramayana, the Bhagabata and the 
Mahabharata respectively, it has been asserted by some that the 
first period of Oriya literature was occupied in translating Sanskrit 
works in Oriya: this is not a correct statement. None of these 
works is a translation ; the authors have re-told the Ramayana. the 
Bhagabata Purana and the Mahabharata in their own way, and 
they may be regarded as the original works of the authors. The 
literary activity of the time of the Molar kings of Orissa is marked 
by the composition of Religious Epics, and in the reign of the very 
first king Kapilendra alias Kapilesvara, Sarala Das composed his 
Mahabharata. Misled by the opinion of Mr. Monmohan Chakra- 
vartty regarding the dato of Sarala Das, I have put in the selec¬ 
tions from his Mahabharata after having set out the selections 
from the writings of Balaram Das and Jagannatli Das. The 
paper of Mr. Chakravartty (J.B.A.S., 1898, p. $32, et seq.) in 
whioh wrong suggestion has been given regarding the time of 
Sarala Dfts, is otherwise excellent, and invaluable to the students 
of Oriya literature. 1 find that the very introductory chapter 
(p. 257 of the following selections) gives us the name of Kapilesvara 
Dova, the reigning king of the poet’s time. However, following the 
order of the selections in the book I notice his work and his life 
after giving accounts of Balaram Das and Jagannath Das. 

Balaram Das —What Balaram Das has stated of himself in the 
colophon portions of his Ramayana, justifies us in holding that he 
bad composed his epic some time before he was converted to 
Vaisnavism by Chaitanya Dova of Bengal. He was no doubt devoted 
to Jagann&th of the Puri temple, and he says that he was inspired 
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by the deity Jagannath to execute his poem, but at the time of 
writing the R&mayana he was a man of the world, living happily 
with his family and did not earn the name Matta-Balaram by becom¬ 
ing an enthusiast ascetio following the teachings of Chaitanya. In 
the last but one colophon of the Ramayana, the poet says that his 
father, Somnath Mahapatra, was a minister of the Raja and the 
name of his mother was Manomaya, Presumably Somnath was 
a descendant of Gopinath who was, as the Gopinathpura inscrip¬ 
tions disclose, a minister of Kapilendra Deva. The poet says, he 
was thirty-two years old when he finished the epic, and that he 
versified the whole story of the Ramayana as he learnt it from the 
narration of the story by the Pandits. The whole poem was 
evidently recited by the poet by taking his seat in the Jaga- 
mohana or the audience hall of the Puri temple, for the title of 
the book is Jagamohana Ramayana. Though Jagamohana Rama¬ 
yana is the title in the colophon, the work subsequently acquired 
the name Daqdi Ramayana, as it became a popular work, and the 
contents were being recited or sung by the Danda or road-side 
(t.e., before the crowded public). In the colophon referred to 
above and quoted below, the number of the padas of the book has 
been put down as one hundred thousand. The important lines of 
colophon are:— 

*nmru i 

% crr?nc gf* tu ii 

ww ’irg g tmrfa n 

ureru i 

asrcm^; #*tnu frs’ir uunu u 

?TTfr%^ i 

wvt unp ug Tfs it 

mirr TPST I 

iraj jffc u 

^f^n; wfar u" T*r i 
5 f^r ur%ur trasrai n 

guu % cntn i 

TUT ffffT ^ urst i i 

<1«j aFnfmTUfJ % TTU3 urf^r i 
UT f3T> UifT jftTT TTTTtrfUT |l 
fftr 9Ejwnr uu*r i 
TTSJTlWI un% *ff?T TTfT Tfrm II 



XXIV 


INTKODCCTION. 


^<r *r*r sr*r ^rn^rr fairt i 
w a^mir srifrr <tt vfr 11 

In a colophon in the Sundara Kanda the poet mentions the 
title of his book :— 

‘ aTJTfrfan ’ ?r VTRT^TJTT i)T« I 

?rwwrfr wfsr% xrr^ fautiijnv 11 

s» 

To induce the proud Brahmans to read this Ramayana com¬ 
posed by a Sudra (that is to say by a man of the Karana caste), 
the poet writes in another colophon in the Lanka Kanda : — 

gf# rmft % l 

offttf «T T^T II 

Balaram became a disciple of Chaitanya in his old age, and so 
it is likely that he commenced his literary career during the reign 
of Purusottama Deva. That after becoming a Vaisnava of Chai- 
tanya’s school he continued his literary career in Pratapa Rudra’s 
time is proved by some remarks regarding him in two Gupta Gitas 
which are not of much literary merit.- It has been stated in one 
of these Gupta Gitas that Balaram Das, the author of the Rama¬ 
yana, composed a work in the vernacular, entitled the Gita and 
could finish only the first chapter of the work. The author of this 
Gupta Gita narrates that he himself is the re-incarnation of Bala¬ 
ram Das in the time of Raja Mukunda Deva and finishes this un¬ 
finished Gita in 35 chapters. This statement stands as : — 

^T^ff I trera asrer JTK «T*^*T II 

htw; fa i it if*r tttw ii 

g %% i 11 

■srmxGSst ira i it usi fesR n 

5fT«r sjs; i ^Trf m^rfc II 

m i jjh iftm sranu; n 

awrrw srTFr m 3 jrr arfc i «irfs n 

it -gfe! i wwerar ?ft% ii 

ajvim it fir i frt arm arsg*r gfw n 

In the other Gupta Gita, which contains 22 chapters and as 
such cannot be the original one of Balaram Das, it has been nar 
rated that the orthodox Brahmans disputed the claims of Balaram 
as a religious teacher and that this dispute was referred to Raja 
Pratapa Rudra Deva The date of this dispute has been given in 
these words:— 

aia:?: arsnifa i sprnp« % satrfH ii 
mw; Sempra! «rr i ms wri ii 



INTRODUCTION. 


XXV 


Balar&m Das and so also his immediate successor. Jagann&th 
Das, have expressed their thoughts forcibly and gracefully in the 
simple Oriya language of the people. They did not resort to those 
verbal jingles which characterize the poems of a later period. The 
use of sonorous words of Sanskrit origin, in the name of poetic 
diction, does not vitiate the simple style of the early poets. 
Balaram Das is not ashamed of using those words freely which 
-non after his time came to be regarded as vulgar, for the poet 
reckons himself as one of the common people of the country. 
Balaram Das, as a national poet, has sung for the people, and bv 
making Orissa a miniature world by itself has taught his country¬ 
men to love the land of their birth ; the Kailasa of far north has 
l>een located in Orissa and the Kapilasa hill of Dhcnkan d has been 
made the Kailasa mountain ; even the hilly tracts of Orissa have 
been made to bear the footprints of Rama, and the t'< rest tribes 
of the country have been arraigned as the camp-followers of 
llama; in the Kiskindha Kanda, for instance, the rude tribes of 
Bamra and Bonai have been mentioned to be the soldiers recruited 
l»v Rama. 

Besides the Kanta ivoili and the Ramayana, Balaram Das is 
believed by some to be the author of the following booklets: viz., 

(I) Arjuna Gita, (2) Gaja Nistarana Gita, (3) Bedha Parikrama and 
(4) Mriguni Stuti. The work Kamala-Lochana-Chautisa t omposed 
bv the poet in the Ohautisa form, has not been notesd either by 
Hunter or by Chakravartty ; the whole of this poem i-i inserted in 
this work of selections. Of the works marked above by Nos. 1 to 4 
Bedha Parikrama contains only a few lines relating to the temple 
of Jagannath, and the booklets which bear the honorific title Gita, 
relate only to some Pauranic incidents to sing the efficacy of 
prayer to Visnu. Gaja Nistarana Gita is identical in form and 
spirit with the Mriguni Stuti; the latter work being the best of the 
lot has been selected to represent this class of composition. 

Jagannath Das. — l cannot too highly speak of what Jagan¬ 
nath Das has done to raise his countrymen to a higher level of 
moral existence. No poet of old time enjoys so much of popu¬ 
larity as Poet Jagannath Das does. I know that in Orissa the 
name of Upcndra Bhanja is a name to conjure with, but the 
popularity of this writer of artificial amorous verses is quite of a 
peculiar nature and cannot be compared to what Jagannath com¬ 
mands. There is not a single Hindu village in Orissa where at 
least a portion of Jagannath Das’s Bhagabata is not kept and 
daily recited. A few facts of his life should therefore interest the 
readers. 

His biographer, Divakara Kara, informs us that lie comes 
of a respectable Brahman family of Kapilesvarapura Sasana in 
the district of Puri, and the names of his parents are recorded as 
Bhagaban Das and Padma; it is stated that he was born in the 
noon time on one Bhadra Sukla astami day, but the year has not 
been mentioned. As Jagannath was converted to Vaisnavism by 
Chaitaoya Deva himself shortly after his arrival in Orissa in 1510, 
the poet was very likely born some time in the 9th decade of the 
15th century. The father of the poet was a reader of the Purapas ’ 
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in the Jagann&th temple and gave the poet a good education in 
Sanskrit. Jagannath finished his school education when he was 
18 years old, and it seems that he took to the composition of the 
Rftmayana in Oriya some time before the advent of Chaitanya in 
Orissa. The reference to this literary performance occurs in the 
following words of Divakara Kara •— 

rmiuirr era? mfy 
*rnr<r?r %% srfu i 

This Ramayana, however, does not exist; either Balaram Das 
has effaced this work or that the writer of Bhagabata did not care 
to give his maiden work to the public. Jagannath Das renounced 
his Brahmanism, becoming a disciple of Chaitanya, and became the 
founder of the Atibadi Vaisnava sect. It is reported that poet 
Balaram Das was first initiated into Vaisnavism by Chaitanya and 
Balaram Das who got then the name «tt induced Jagannath 

to accept the new creed. 

The accounts of the life of Balaram Das and of Jagannath Das 
as recorded in the book named Dadhyata-Bhakti are fanciful and 
thoroughly unreliable ; the only fact we get in this book, which is 
correct, is that both these poets flourished in the time of Raja 
Pratapa Rudra Deva. 

How Jagannath Das could secure this unique position in 
literature has to be stated to explain the nature of influence he 
exercised and still exercises in the country. The establishment of 
the cult of Jagannath, enshrined in a temple as awe-inspiring and 
admiration-extorting as the huge edifice at Bhubanesvar, was an 
epoch-making affair. That the genuine Hindu people of all classes 
lose their caste distinction in the presence of god Jagannath, has 
been a great factor in the enlargement of the religious views of the 
people. When Chaitanya preached his religion in this land 
dominated by the deity Jagannath, and the common people got 
the message that they can obtain salvation without the interven¬ 
tion of the Brahmans, by only having faith in God, and by doing 
good deeds, an epoch of self-culture ensued. When the Brahmans 
were the custodians of the religious books, the non-Brahman people 
could not have access to them, even though they learnt the Sans¬ 
krit language; that the words of the Sacred Books do not lose 
their sanctity by being translated into the speech of the common 
people, was a groat edifying lesson to the non-Brahmans who 
everywhere form the majority. When the people learnt that the 
Bhagabata, which is the most sacred of all sacred books, was with¬ 
in their easy reach, the people took to the study of the vernacular 
with uncommon zeal and energy. This is why the art of reading 
and writing is known and practised by the common people more 
extensively in Orissa than in Bengal. Long ago, Bhudeb Mukerjee 
as Inspector of Schools duly observed this fact, of Oriya mass 
education, and reported the matter in his public report. There 
cannot be any hesitancy in making this statement that Jagannath 
Das, by presenting his Oriya Bhagabat to the people, induced all 
classes of men of his country to cultivate the vernacular language. 
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The benefit which Jagannath Das has conferred upon his country¬ 
men is immense; how the moral ideas preached by him in the 
book has moulded and is still moulding the character of many 
million of men can be easily appreciated. The selections from his 
work will show what poetic faculties and moral powers he possessed. 

The poet is also regarded to be the author of two small books, 
namely, the Gupta Bhftgabata and the Tulabhina. I give some 
extracts from these two books though in my opinion the books do 
not show the hand of the poet of the Bhagabata. In the Tula¬ 
bhina high philosophical thoughts have been tried to be explained 
in easy language, and hence the title of the book signifies “ spin¬ 
ning or carding cotton.” Though the small booklet Tulabhina 
does not disclose any mystic cult of important nature, it is signifi¬ 
cant to note that there is a religious sect in Orissa, which goes by 
the name Tulabhina, and the persons initiated into the faith per¬ 
form some mystic practices in secret, which are believed to be 
tantric in character. 

Hunter and Chakravartty do not mention the booklets Artha 
Koili and Mriguni Stuti composed by Jagannath Das; perhaps the 
last named work on account of its being identical in title with 
Ralaram Das’s Mriguni Stuti, escaped the notice of the learned 
scholars. The booklet, Artha Koili, is interesting for many reasons ; 
1 have already said that this work, as a commentary on the 
Kesava*Koili, establishes the antiquity of the latter work ; the 
colophon portion again discloses that this work (the remarks are 
applicable to Mriguni Styti as well) was composed, when the poet 
did not renounce his Brahmanism by coming under the influence 
of Chaitanya. Mriguni Stuti and a portion of Artha Koili appear 
in this work of typical selections. 

Sarala Das .—I have already remarked that Sarala Das 
preceded Balaram Das and composed his Mahabharata in the 
reign of Kapilendra Deva (1435-1469). He was not so much a 
Vaisnava as he was a devout worshipper of the goddess Sarala 
Ohandi of his village Jhankerpur. Sarala Chandi is stated by the 
poet to be the same as Hingula Devi; we must note that Hingula 
is a goddess of the aboriginal tribes, and tho name itself is a 
variant of the Mundari word Shengel which signifies fire. Hingula 
is worshipped in Talcher, Bamra and in their neighbourhood; 
coal-gas coming out through chinks and burning in the open air 
with a blazing light becomes the object of worship, and offerings 
are made to this fire as the Hingula goddess. That Sarala is 
identical with Hingula is what occurs in a colophon in the 
Mahabharata:— 

“ wst finin’ ■nuf't i 

N# 

if bK %% ii ” 

We are inclined to infer from the name of the goddess that 
the name of the poet Sarala Das only denotes that the poet was 
devoted to the service of the goddess Sarala. He was a Sudra 
and belonged, to Odra tribe of old. These Odras are now known 
by the general name Od-Chasa or simply by the name Chasa or 
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Tas&. Waare informed by Mr. M. Chakravartty that-the Chas&s or 
Tasfts of Jhankerpur have now raised themselves to the status and 
dignity of the Karan as. 

The language of the poet, though unpolished, is simpie and 
expressive; the metrical system is only seemingly defective, for 
what are regarded as defects are made up for whon sung with 
proper accent and tune. This remark regarding metre applies 
equally to the writings of all the early poets. I have already sa d 
that the Mahabharata story has been re-told by the poet in his 
own way; the extracts will show how the poet has given many 
things from his own imagination without caring to narrate cor¬ 
rectly what occurs in the Sanskrit Mahabharata. This is how the 
poet has made his work popular. Sarala Das has become a 
popular national poet, but the learned Pandits could nob tolerate 
him ; to give to the public the real Mahabharata. many Sanskritists 
translated the main story of the Mahabharata into Oriya, but the 
people did not accept them. Raja Krisna Singha of Dharakota 
employed some Pandits to translate the Mahabharata and the 
Harivara&a at a comparatively later time, and his attempt was 
rpally praiseworthy ; his Harivamsa, however, is still in manuscript 
and his Mahabharata, though published, has not become popular. 
Extracts from the aforesaid HarivamSa in manuscript and from the 
Mahabharata have been appended at the end of the first section of 
the Typical Selections, only to enable the readers to see why the 
works of the learned people have failed to efface the popular 
work of Sarala Das, I need hardly repeat that Raja Krisna 
Singha does not belong to the early period of Oriya literature. 

It is very remarkable that this Oriya poet acquired celebrity 
in Bengal, and his Mahabharata was Introduced in Bengali trans¬ 
lation not later than the early part of the sixteenth century. 
Babu DineS Chandra Sen informs us that only the Virata Parva 
portion of what is called Sarala Mahabharata of Orissa now 
survives. . • 

Bhxml Dhibara .—The booklet entitled Kapata Pasa, by Bhlma 
Dhibara, who is rightly regarded as an early poet, is an inter¬ 
esting work. That an ordinary fisherman could receive good 
eduoation and could secure the situation of a poet in the early 
times, is a matter of much significance. We do not get any pic¬ 
ture of the classical days in the poem; the poet rather awakens 
the familiar scenes of Orissa in the minds of his readers. For 
example, the house in which Draupadi is found, the manner in 
which a search is instituted for Draup&di, and the manner in 
which Kunti takes her seat at the threshold, are things which 
strongly resemble what one becomes familiar with in the villages 
of Orissa. The learned Brahmans may disregard the poem in their 
contempt for the vernacular literature enriched by the low class 
people, but the poem has continued and will continue to be a good 
asset of the popular national literature. 
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Sk. XI, Ch. III. (Same subject continued). 
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Sk. XI, Ch. IV. (Same subject continued). 
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9191^10 ©<3^W9 (Sk. XI, Ch. XII). 
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